aftey God rejected him, Hé was active 'Inministry” but
rejected. He fought to keep his throne and God letum,
Iut all the time, he was niot God’s man. The result was
that He ended up going into witcheralt and committing
suicide {1 Bamuel chapters 25 and 25).

Gifts can take you up but anly character will keep you
thers. [| is wise not to allow glits 1o take you were your
character is not yet developed enotgh to keep you.
Charactar is what will matter on the day you stand
befors God to be judged, not gifts or ministry, The sons
of Eli were gilted as priests becauss they were rom
the prisstly fumily of Aaron but they had no charaoter.
So God rejected them, In | Corinthians 13, the Bible
teaches that a gift without love (character) meaans
nothing in the kingdom.

Hypocrisy is destructive

We san pretend befors people bt we all lanow whiat
wa really arelike incur heatts, Charaoier Is'what you
sre when noone 18 sesing. The Bible says that the sons
of Eli were sons of Belial, They were sons of Salan
hacagse thay were actually serving Satan, not Gogl,
With thedr mouths they paid allegiance 1o God, but in
their hearts, they wers serving the devil. Just like a lot
of what goes on in the pulpit today: we see a lot of lip
servite lo God while paople's actons and lives out of
the pulpit are clearly satanic.

The Bible says that the-character of the-sons of Eli made
the people hate offering sacrifices to God. Likewiss,
the character of today’s believers has brought a lot of
shame to the name of God among non-believers,
Pepple are beginning lo get fed up with the hypocrisy
of belisvers, They ame beginning to think that being

1

saved ts just & gimmick: because they are shocked
when they waich what believers don private, away
rom church,

The plague of immorality

Now Eli wad very old, and he heard all
that his sons weze doing to all Terasl, and
how they lay with the women who served
at the entranoe to the tent

I Samitio] 2:53

Eli's sons se deliled themselves sexually that they
reached the extent of sleeping with the *ushers’in the
temple. This may sound terrible butit is very commaon
in todays Church as well. Farnication ane adultery
have almoast bedome a song. The gonas of EH alept with
woman rigght in the templa, but they continuad to serve
in the houta of the Lord. probably thinking that they
oould bribe God mto ignioring their wigkednass with
their sacrifices. God 5 notimpressed by religions
aaorificas, Hﬁ prafers a broken and contrite heart
(Pealm 81:16-17).

The world expects a certain standard of behaviour
from God's paople, 26 they get really shocked when
they see ui acting no different from them, and
sometimes even worsa than them: There was a time
when being saved in Uganda was an honour. Though
Balokole (believers) ware persecuted, and our
churches wera reflermd 1o as mushrooming sects, culis,
hiwimpe (papyrus) chuiches, eto, everybady knew that
there ware behaviours thal could not even be
mentioned among us. But today, the world, with good
roeason, says,"Halokole of these days arefake’. Therale
and level of immorality inthe Church is:alarming. The
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